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Rosaries for 


the Month of Mary 





The ideal gift for First Holy Communion, Graduas 
tion, Weddings and other happy occasions in the lovely 
month devoted to Our Blessed Lady. These Rosaries are 
all handsmade, with silversplated Crucifix, chain and 
centerspicece. 


LARGE CUT-GLASS BEADS 
in shades of rose, aqua, blue, green, red and crystal — $3.50 


LARGE PEARL BEADS — $3.00 
BLACK COCO—OVAL-SHAPED BEADS — $2.75 
Jop’s TEARS BEADS—light or medium-grey shade — $1.50 
[Each Rosary blessed with the A, B, C, D Indulgences before sending] 





Booklets for the May Feasts 


May 1 — Feast of Saint Joseph the Worker 
Go to Joseph 
Devotions to Saint Joseph 
May 8 — Feast of the Apparition of Saint Michael 


"Neath Saint Michael's Shield 


May 15 — Feast of the Ascension of Our Lord 

Gems from the Liturgy for Feasts of Our Lord 

—Part II (96 pages, 20¢) 

May 22 — Feast of Saint Rita 

Saint Jude & Saint Rita, Advocate of the Impossible 
May 25 — Feast of Pentecost 

Devotion to the Holy Spirit 
June 1 — Trinity Sunday 

What Is God? 

Devotion to the Holy Trinity 


Each booklet 15¢, except as marked. 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Make your heart ready for the Holy Spirit's gifts by 
ining in our naire ais See page 18. 














May and Mary 


AY—the season of springtime beauty and promise of life— 
is most fittingly dedicated to MARY, for in her, Eternal 
Beauty became incarnate, and in her, all mankind received the 
promise of Divine life. After the dark, cold days of winter, with 
bare trees and barren fields, earth is quickened to new life and 
fertility through the warm sunshine, refreshing rain and balmy 
breezes of spring. So, too, the cold, hard hearts of men are 
quickened to new life through a fervent devotion to Mary, 
through whose pure hands the graces of God flow to us. 

Yes, May is Mary’s month—but certainly it is so in a 
special way in this year dedicated to her as the Immaculate 
Conception. During this centennial year of the Apparitions of 
Our Lady at Lourdes, millions of persons, of every class and 
country, will turn with singular religious faith toward the fa- 
mous shrine of Our Lady of Lourdes in France. Since the begin- 
ning of February, the actual date of the first of the apparitions, 
countless chains of pilgrims have begun to converge upon the 
shrine, and their flow will continue unbroken throughout the 
entire year. Everywhere the faithful are responding to the in- 
vitation of our Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, to dedicate them- 
selves and theirs, during this year of very special blessings, to 
the Immaculate Mother of God. 

In proclaiming this year of special devotion to Mary, Pope 
Pius XII asked the world to unite in paying homage to her, not 
only at the world-famous shrine of Lourdes, but everywhere— 
“Wherever our most beloved heavenly Mother is honored, and 
above all, wherever there are temples dedicated to Almighty 
God in her honor, in cities, in countries, in villages and in the 
most remote areas.” And he expresses the hope of a twofold 
purpose being accomplished: “that the supreme dignity of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary will be made to shine before all, that devo- 
tion to her will be nourished more each day, #md that Christian 
customs, so gravely endangered by the snares of evil today, will 
flourish both in private and public life and will serve as an ex- 
ample and inducement to all those who have turned away from 
truth and virtue.” 

Our Holy Father also tells us how we may best celebrate 
this Marian year: “We hold,” he says, “that the most fruitful 
manner is that through which all will strive to keep the ex- 
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amples of virtue of the great Mother of God in mind and to 
imitate them as much as possible.” He exhorts us (in the words 
of Pius XI on a similar occasion) that we “could not celebrate 
those solemnities in a manner more suitable or worthy than by 
receiving (after a good confession) the Divine Eucharist, with 
lively piety, and by fruitfully assisting at the Sacrifice of Cal- 
vary which is renewed every day in an unbloody manner.” 

“The Holy Eucharist,” he continues, “is, in fact, the center 
and greatest expression of the Christian life, for our souls draw 
from It the supernatural force of Divine grace, with the help of 
which, more than anything else, we can overcome the dangers 
of the present century and atiain the happiness of the future 
life. The Sacrament of the Eucharist and the august Sacrifice 
of the Altar—being gifts of such a nature that one cannot con- 
ceive any greater, gifts that seem also to reach the heights of 
the infinite love of Christ Himself and almost to exhaust His 
mercy—these gifts require our active and effective love, such 
a love that it sustains and influences the will, the activity and 
the entire course of our life. 

“We can, furthermore, do nothing that is more agreeable 
to our most sweet Mother Mary during the solemnities of this 
Jubilee Year than profit by these treasures of the Divine Re- 
demption, uniting ourselves ever more closely to her only-be- 
gotten Son, who for all mortal men is ‘the way and the truth 
and the life’ (John 14:6). 


“Furthermore, since the Blessed Virgin Mary, when she ap- 
peared in the grotto of Lourdes to the most innocent and un- 
spoiled child, exhorted her, and through her all men, not only 
to pray but also to perform voluntary acts of Christian penance, 
We therefore desire that all Christians, in order to expiate their 
sins and the sins of others, will strive not only to check and con- 
trol their passions, but also to perform, whenever possible, var- 
ious voluntary acts of mortification and penance during the 
Jubilee Year. 

“‘All must remember, moreover, that the foremost and nec- 
essary acts of penance they must perform are the work, pains 
and sufferings that are an inseparable part of every man’s life. 
These toils, these anxieties and sufferings must be borne by 
Christians in such a manner that, like the Hosts of the mystical 
Sacrifice, they will become offerings in the sight of God. 

“In this manner Christians will not only make fitting repa- 
ration to God, offended by their sins and the sins of others; 
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they will not only obtain from Him heavenly gifts and comforts, 
but those things that grieve the soul will be lightened for them, 
according to the most comforting words of the Divine Redeemer: 
‘Come to Me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will 
give you rest ... and you will find rest for your souls’ (Matt. 
11:28,29).” 

Our Holy Father 
then outlines the spe- 
cial Jubilee Indul- 
gences and other spir- 
itual favors granted 
to those who visit the 
shrine of Lourdes and 
fulfil the required 
conditions. Although 
these can be gained 
only at Lourdes, 
priceless blessings and 
graces may be gained 
by all who devoutly 
venerate our Blessed 
Mother, no matter in 
what place. As we 
join in spirit the mil- 
lions of pilgrims who 
flock to Lourdes this 
year, let us rejoice 
to honor our Blessed 
Mother on_ the 
altars of our own 
churches and chapels dedicated to her, and also in our own 
homes where her loved image is enshrined. Let us remember, 
though, that the highest honor we can pay her is to be one of 
her faithful children—which means, actually, to be “another 
Christ.” 'The more we imitate Mary, as recommended by our 
Holy Father, the more we will resemble Christ, for all Mary’s 
children must bear a resemblance to her Divine Son. As she 
became the Mother of Christ, she became the Mother also of all 
Christ’s members—of all who were redeemed by Him and who 
partake of His Divine life through the Sacraments. 

If we want to please our Blessed Mother, we will also heed 
the special message that comes to us from her at Lourdes, for 
the message of Lourdes is a message of repentance and of con- 
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fidence in the infinite mercy and love of God. Lourdes, likeall the 
shrines of Mary, is above all a shrine for the grace of conversion. 
The greatest miracles of Lourdes, it has been said so truly, will 
be found in the confessionals. Could these but speak, they would 
proclaim in every language the countless thousands of souls 
that have been raised to new life and have found peace and con- 
solation at Lourdes because through Mary they have again found 
Christ. But such miracles are not restricted to the shrine of 
Lourdes. They can just as well and do (by the grace of God) 
take place in any confessional in any Catholic church in the 
world. 

First of all, then, let us make sure that we are purified from 
sin by a good confession and sincere contrition. Then let us 
set to work to uproot those bad habits and evil inclinations, false 
judgments and selfish impulses that are so deeply ingrained in 
our nature, and plant instead the seeds of virtue and of a holy 
and God-fearing, God-loving life. In this way we will also be 
contributing our share to the Christian renewal of society which 
our Holy Father so ardently hopes for through the observance 
of the Jubilee Year of Lourdes. 

Consecration to Mary will also form an important part of 
our Mary-program. If we celebrate May, and this entire Marian 
year, by daily reciting the Rosary, especially the Family Rosary, 
by. attending devotions in Mary’s honor, assisting at Holy Mass 
and receiving Holy Communion frequently or even daily, and 
breathing many fervent prayers and ejaculations to her, what 
blessings will not our Immaculate Queen bestow upon us and 
upon the world! Let but Mary steal into our hearts as the fresh 
May sunshine steals into the heart of nature, and they too will 
blossom forth with new life in spiritual flowers of humility, pa- 
tience, purity, charity, and all the others which bloom in such 
abundance in the Heart of Mary. 





MAY CANDLES 


A CANDLE may be burned before the Blessed 
Sacrament exposed in any of our Sanctuaries of-Per- 
petual Adoration an entire day and night for an offer- 
ing of 50¢; one week, $3.50; one month, $12.00. 

A VIGIL LIGHT may be burned in our Relic 
Chapel to honor the Saints for an offering of 10¢. 

Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Home and Mother 


HERE are two words in our language that all the world 
holds dear. They may not have much of rhythmic beauty 
nor of classic origin. Indeed, one is so clearly Saxon as to carry 
with it still the scent of the heather and the warmth of the fire- 
log. It is so peculiarly our own that no other language, ancient 
or modern, can boast of its equivalent. It names a thing that is 
loved most when lost, and cherished most when it has become 
only a memory. John Howard Payne, a poet in exile, sang to it 
his sweetest song, and the song that he sang was “Home, Sweet 
Home.” 

We speak of home, and at once there arises before our minds 
a scene that is filled with life. Joy and love and peace abide 
there, and God’s benediction is on parents and children who 
dwell there. Step inside, and a “spirit” emerges—one who is to 
bind the household together; one to whom the children turn in 
joy and sorrow; one who rules her little republic, and her rule is 
one of love. Yes, that spirit rises to greet us, and she who speaks 
is the heart of the home—the mother. 

Home and mother are bound together. Indeed the two have 
become so entwined as to be inseparable. Deep wisdom was ex- 
pressed by the little child who said, “Home is where Mother is.” 
In the flush of the morning of our Christian civilization we see 
the Angel of the Annunciation, and humbly kneeling, the Blessed 
Virgin who was to be the Mother of the Redeemer. We advance 
to Bethlehem, where the Mother cares for the Child in the crib. 
They lived in Nazareth of Galilee, and there were found all the 
sanctities of the home. For the Holy Family dwelt there; and 
that home, with Jesus, the Divine Child, and Mary, the Immac- 
ulate Mother, and Joseph, the zealous guardian, united in bonds 
of holiest love, became the model of all others as the holiest and 
happiest home in all the world. 

We move to Calvary, and standing beneath the Cross we 
hear the words of Jesus to the Beloved Disciple, saying to him 
as to us all: “Behold thy Mother!” And since then there has 
been woven into our civilization, integral thereto and supporting 
it, the home where Jesus lived at Nazareth, and the Mother He 
gave us from the Cross. 

If this Christendom of ours is failing today, if the walls of 
the City of God are now at many turns but broken arches, if its 


MAY — 1958 7 








people are scattered and distraught, it is because the enemies of 
Christ and the home and the mother have been too active, and, 
unfortunately, too successful in their activity. Not only has the 
enemy made his attack upon the faith and sanctity of the House 
of God, the Church—he has gone farther and seeks to destroy 
the unity, the stability, of the Christian home. That home is 
based upon the sanctity and indissolubility of the marriage bond. 
Take from the marriage bond its permanence, break with Scrip- 
ture, with established morals, with Christendom and Christ, 
legalize divorce, release the husband and wife to seek other 
mates—and what becomes of the home? You have in it another 
father today, another mother tomorrow—and the home, a home 
no longer, becomes a thing more precarious than a boarding 
house and with much less morale. 

Yet we are in the age and in the nation where divorce is 
written into the law of the land; where the court of every city 
and state has its long roll-call of divorces granted, and in the 
trail of every divorce there lies a broken home, and in every dis- 
solved marriage at least one saddened life. In this—among the 
greatest of modern tragedies—it is the mother who of all others 
suffers most; for, disguise it as she may, the divorced mother 
bears through the years a broken heart. 

But there is another attack that is being made, not only 
upon the home but on motherhood itself. The attackers claim 
that, owing to economic conditions, there are too many people in 
the world, and in order to help depopulate the worldythey de- 
mand that motherhood be restricted. To attain that result— 
though birth control is condemned by every law, natural and 
supernatural—they now insist that their sordid methods shall 
become legal, with the result that what Christ has elevated to 
the dignity of a Sacrament and what people the world over and 
through the ages have believed it to be, namely a holy state, 
shall now be made largely an opportunity for unbridled lust. 


After the gates of paradise had been closed as a result of 
original sin, a promise was made by God in which He revealed 
the two great mysteries of the Incarnation and the Redemption. 
The darkened world was illumined by a bright ray of hope, and 
the power through which sin, Satin and hell would be conquered 
lay in the hands of a Woman. “I will put enmities between 
thee and the Woman, and thy seed and her Seed. She shall 
crush thy head, and thou shalt lie in wait for her heel” (Genesis 
3:15). The devoted heart of a woman, who would utter her 
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fiat with all the strength and love of her immaculate soul, was to 
become the life-giving source of victory, victory which was to be 
won through the God-man, her Child. Mary was “the Woman,” 
the Mother of mothers, the model of motherhood, both spiritual 
and physical. But Mary’s motherhood continues, and she must 
live and triumph in the Christian mothers of today. In the hu- 
man heart lies a whole-souled and deep-seated love of the home, 
a chivalrous devotion to women, and a deep reverence for the 
mother. It is to the mother that mankind turns for the weapons 
of victory as the enemy continues his insidious attack. In the 
woman, with whom God shares His most tender love, in whose 
heart He has planted the seed of courage and devotion, lies the 
power to uphold Christianity, to exercise, spiritually or phys- 
ically, her exalted privilege of motherhood. In the words of 
Pope Pius XII: “Every woman is made to be a mother... a 
mother in the physical meaning of the word or in the more spir- 
itual and exalted but no less real sense... For this purpose the 
Creator organized the whole characteristic make-up of woman— 
her organic construction, but even more her spirit—and above 
all her delicate sensitiveness.” 


Mankind will unite, during the lovely month of God’s 
Mother, in paying tribute to the unfailing love, the unequalled 
tenderness, the deep understanding, the untiring sacrifice and 
the selfless devotion of motherhood. Hearts and hands will be 
raised to God in prayer for the mothers of the world: the mothers 
who co-operate with the Creator in bringing human life into 
the world, as well as for the spiritual mothers whose lives are 
spent in mothering souls through prayer and works of charity. 


But these same hearts and hands will be uplifted in suppli- 
cation to our mothers of today. As the “heart of the home,” 
the “heart of Christianity,” motherhood faces the great chal- 
lenge made to “the Woman,” over nineteen hundred years ago, 
the Woman whose only response was her fiat of total surrender. 
“She shall crush thy head...” Devotion to God’s holy will, 
fidelity to His commands and the duties of her state, above all, 
an unwavering loyalty to her home, husband and children— 
these are the daily challenges facing the mother of today, which, 
if met with the courage born of love, will prove a great source 
of victory in mankind’s battle with the enemy. 

Mothers of today, we look to you for strength, for courage, 
for victory! Your hearts are our weapons, your homes our for- 
tresses, your faith, hope and love our beacon lights on the great 
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sea of life. In the footsteps of “the Woman,” in the school of 
her Immaculate Heart, you will learn the secret of Christian 
motherhood, the mystery of the depth of mother love, second 
only to that of God Himself, which you are called upon to exer- 
cise. God seeks you, mankind needs you, for the victory which 
lies in those two words that all the world holds dear: HOME 
and MOTHER. 


May Remembrances of Mary 


Let us remember— 


That Almighty God gave His Blessed Mother all the 
dignity, greatness and holiness necessary to make her His 
own most perfect Mother. 

That He also gave her all the sweetness, love, tender- 
ness and affection necessary to make her our most loving 
Mother. 

That the love of all the mothers of this earth is noth- 
ing in comparison to the love, tenderness and affection of 
Mary for each one of us! 

That Mary is truly and really our Mother. 

That, as children run to their mothers for help when 
in trouble, we ought to run at once with unbounded con- 
fidence to Mary. 

That, as St. Bernard and all the saints tell us, it was 
never heard at any time or in any place that Mary refused 
to hear the prayers of her children on earth. 

That all too often we Catholics do not realize this 
most consoling truth and refuse the love and consolation 
that God’s sweet Mother is offering us. 

That it is lamentable ignorance which deprives us of 
such help and consolation. 

That to love and trust Mary is to be happy on earth 
and to be happy forever in heaven. 


Spiritual Vitamin for May 


In thy Conception, O Virgin Mary, thou wast immaculate! 
Pray for us to the Father, whose Son Jesus, after He was con- 


ceived by the Holy Ghost, thou didst bring forth into the world. 
300 days’ indulgence. 
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Good St. Anne 


HERE were murmurs of pity from the women in the group 
at sight of the man dragging himself painfully along in the 
direction of the foundations. Several of the young workmen 
looked up and offered to help, but each was refused as, with 
dogged persistence, the man continued one step at a time until 
he reached the site. There, almost spent, he paused to rest a 
minute. “It is Louis Guimont,” explained one of the women to 
her daughter-in-law, “such a good man and so devoted to St. 
Anne. He calls her his ‘Madame St. Anne,’ and nothing will 
satisfy him but to lay his own stone in the foundations, despite 
his rheumatism; but I fear the effort will be too much for him.” 
More than one shared this fear and all watched closely as the 
invalid reached down, picked up the smallest of the stones from 
the pile and, bent nearly double with the effort, staggered the 
few remaining feet to the site. On his knees he deposited it, 
closing his eyes for a moment in silent prayer. Suddenly he 
opened them again, looked about as if in surprise, then rose 
effortlessly to his feet, standing erect for the first time in many 
years. Gone was the crippling rheumatism, gone the bent stat- 
ure, the dragging gait. With the quick stride of a much younger 
man, he strode once more to the pile of stones, chose the largest 
and carried it easily to the foundation, placing it with firm pre- 
cision above the small one laid with such effort a few moments 
before. Madame St. Anne had rewarded the devotion of her 
faithful client with a complete and instant cure! 
This first of the numberless cures wrought at the shrine of 
St. Anne de Beaupre took place over three centuries ago, for this 
year the Shrine is celebrating the tercentenary of its existence, 
with the official opening of the observance to be held on the first 
Sunday of May. St. Anne de Beaupre, a small village of some 
3,000 persons, nestles at the foot of the Laurentian Mountains 
about twenty miles from Quebec city, the capital of French 
Canada. Nearby flows the majestic St. Lawrence River, and all 
along the winding roads, old white houses in the Canadian style 
succeed one another; while peaceful farms stretch one after an- 
other between the river bank and the mountain. The names of 
the inhabitants, their language, the steeples of the churches 
which seem to link one village to the next, the numerous wayside 
shrines and crosses: all speak of the Catholic and French origin 
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of this people who have grown up under the guardianship of the 
good Saint Anne. 

This fervent devotion of an entire people to St. Anne goes 
back to the very beginnings of the colony. The Founders of 
Canada who set out for the New World in the early part of the 
17th century were Frenchmen from Brittany, Normandy, and 
other parts of old France where devotion to St. Anne is pro- 
verbial. Indeed, one of the Breton proverbs runs: “To St. Anne 
must every Breton go, alive or dead! Either to her Shrine on 
earth or to herself in heaven.”” When Jacques Cartier, the dis- 
coverer of Canada, was on his second voyage there, his ships 
were battered by a violent wind which scattered them far and 
wide. The sailors called confidently on St. Anne and she led 
them safely to shore, re-uniting them on Canadian soil on the 
very day of her Feast, July 26. Before setting sail for Canada, 
Samuel de Champlain, the Father of New France, went on pil- 
grimage to the venerated Shrine of St. Anne d’Auray, to place 
his voyage under the protection of the powerful mother of Our 
Lady. 

From the beginning, too, not to be outdone, Saint Anne 
showed her protection in strikingly visible ways. We have seen 
the first miracle which took place at the erection of the first little 
wooden chapel in her honor. Others followed, so that in 1665, 
only eight years after the erection of the Shrine, a nun in Quebec 
could write to her family in France: “Seven leagues from here 
is a church of St. Anne in which the Lord works great wonders 
in favor of the holy mother of the most holy Virgin. There one 
can see paralytics walk, the blind receiving sight, and the sick, 
whatever may be their malady, recovering their health.” The 
first written accounts of the miracles wrought at the Shrine of 
St. Anne de Beaupre were published in 1668 and contained the 
details of fifteen cures. The saintly Msgr. Laval, first Bishop of 
Quebec, wrote: “We confess that nothing has aided us more 
powerfully in sustaining the burden of this young Church, than 
the particular devotion which the inhabitants of this country 
bear to St. Anne, a devotion which, we affirm with certainty, dis- 
tinguishes them from all other people.” 

Through the years this devotion grew, until in 1887, in rais- 
ing the Shrine to the rank of a Minor Basilica, Pope Leo XIII 
declared: “The devotion of Canadians to their generous Patron- 
ess St. Anne, mother of the Immaculate Virgin, is attested by 
this temple, as celebrated as it is vast, one of the most ancient 
in the country.. There pilgrims gather, not only from the Prov- 
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ince of Quebec, but all over Canada and also from the United 
States. There they obtain innumerable graces, and striking mir- 
acles are worked through the intercession of St. Anne.” In 
March of 1929, the Basilica was destroyed by fire, but owing to 
the generosity of friends of St. Anne all over North America, it 
was rebuilt in more splendid fashion and now stands on the spot 
where three hundred years ago the first settlers built a wooden 
chapel in honor of their cherished Madame St. Anne. 

Devotion to the holy 
mother of the Blessed Vir- 
gin is readily understand- 
able; few are closer to 
Christ than His own Grand- 
mother, or more powerful! 
There is something charm- 
ing and gracious also, in the 
very notion of a grandmoth- 
er, something serene and 
deeply rooted in the human 
heart. St. Anne stands for 
the “valiant woman” of the 
Book of Proverbs, a moth- 
erly woman who looks after 
her household, providing for 
all their needs, the joy and 
happiness of her husband 
and children. Although the 
tradition of her life tells us 
that Saint Anne was long 
childless, yet when it came 
time to offer Mary to God in 
the temple, we do not see Anne hesitating. She was not the kind 
of mother to erect sly and selfish barriers against her daughter’s 
vocation. Woe to us if she had! What would have happened 
to the world if the mother of the Mother of God had opposed her 
vocation? 

Tabernacle of the Immaculate Conception 








And in this centennial year of the apparitions of our Blessed 
Mother at Lourdes, when the whole Catholic world thinks grate- 
fully of the Immaculate Conception, should it not also think 
with reverent thankfulness of the sacred tabernacle in which 
the miracle of the Immaculate Conception took place? For to St. 
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Anne was given the sublime privilege of supplying the precious 
matter into which the Creator breathed the purest of human 
souls. As Mary is the tabernacle of God, so Anne is the taber- 
nacle of the Immaculate Conception. Saints and Doctors of the 
Church have loved to honor St. Anne thus. Long ago, St. Ro- 
manus wrote: “O beloved motherhood of St. Anne, with what 
hymns shall I honor thee and how shall I praise so holy a tem- 
ple?” St. John Damascene exclaimed: “Happy indeed is the 
womb in which the Lord Himself set up His Ark of Salvation, 
which was Mary!” 

The Catholic heart does not find it necessary to be urged to 
love St. Anne. How can we love Our Lady without honoring 
her mother? Mary herself seems to join us when we sing the 
lovely verse from the old French breviary: “Anna, pious mother, 
hail! Perfumes from thy name exhale. Anna signifieth grace.” 
Appropriate for this year, too, would be the invocation: “O 
good St. Anne, tabernacle and shrine of the Immaculate Con- 
ception, pray for us!” The many pilgrims who will make their 
way to the Shrine of St. Anne de Beaupre this year, fifty per 
cent of whom are expected to be Americans, will find her as 
gracious and helpful as ever. Ready to listen to their prayers, 
ready to whisper to her Grandson, as Grandmothers the world 
over do: “You’ll do it for Granny, won’t You!” 

GOOD ST. ANNE — The history of devotion to St. Anne from the 
earliest times is traced in this booklet, which mentions many of her 


greater shrines, relates prodigies of her power, and includes prayers. 
Single copy, 15¢. 50 copies, $6.95. 


CATHERINE DE Hueck Douenrty has given the following definition 
ofa nun. “She is a diamond with many facets. She is a woman in love 
with God. She is a saint in the making. She is a creature in search of 
her Creator. She is a pilgrim of the absolute. She is a song, a flame. 
She is the Spouse of the Crucified. She is the garden of the Father, the 
delight of the Holy Spirit. She is Mary’s companion, Martha’s help. 
She is all those and more.” 


The life of Perpetual Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament, dedicated 
to prayer and work, is spent in love of God and souls, and is rich in the 
treasures of heaven. Young women, between the ages of 16 and 30, 
who aspire to a life of this kind are invited to write to: 


Rev. Mother Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 
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Sidelights on the Ascension 


HE mystery of the Ascension of Our Lord presents no diffi- 
culty to faith. After He had risen gloriously from the dead 
on Easter Sunday, Jesus remained on earth for forty days. The 
Gospel plainly states this fact. During this time, the Son of 
God frequently appeared to His friends, walked, talked, and 
even ate with them. Obviously, He desired to leave unmistak- 
able proof that He was really alive, and that the Apostles were 
not imagining His Resurrection. But on the fortieth day after 
His Resurrection, He left His chosen Apostles and ascended 
visibly before their eyes into heaven, as a man, having a body 
and soul. The work of Redemption had been fully accomplished. 
The Apostles had been carefully instructed in their mission. 
The Church had been established to carry on until the end of 
time the work of salvation and sanctification of souls. There 
was, therefore, no longer any necessity of Christ’s remaining on 
earth. The time had come that He should be glorified as man 
and receive the eternal reward of His life on earth. 


It must be remembered, of course, that Jesus, since He was 
God as well as man, had as God never left heaven, for all places 
are filled with His Divinity. But as man He had “earned” an 
everlasting crown of glory, even as we are now striving for ours. 
The Ascension is the day when His Father glorified Him as man 
with the glory that He had with His Father before He came into 
the world. 


The Mystery of the Ascension is the completion of the Mys- 
teries of Our Lord. In it, all others are perfected. It was on 
Ascension Day that Jesus, displaying His glorious Wounds to 
His Father, began His heavenly priesthood. He became the per- 
petual Mediator between us and the Father. Like the Jewish 
High Priest, who entered the Holy of Holies to offer up to God 
the blood of the victims of the Old Law, Jesus, in the words of 
the Apostle St. Paul, entered the Holy of Holies of the Heavenly 
Jerusalem to offer His own Blood, the Blood of the New Coven- 
ant, and to obtain for mankind the favors of God. (Hebrews, 
Chap. 9.) 

This is what the liturgy of the Mass recalls in the mysteri- 
ous prayer after the Elevation: “Command, O Almighty God, 
that these offerings be borne by the hands of Thy holy angel 
to Thine altar on high, in the sight of Thy Divine Majesty.” 
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This entering of Christ into His eternal priesthood gives special 
significance to the fact that the Rogation Days immediately pre- 
cede the feast of the Ascension. Does it not indicate that our 
Divine Savior, so to speak, accepts the special petitions which 
are made on these three days of prayer before His Ascension, 
and then, taking them up to heaven with Him, presents them 
to the Father with His own all-powerful intercession in our be- 
half? In the Gospel of the preceding Sunday, Christ Himself 
speaks of prayer, and urges us: “Ask, and you shall receive, 
that your joy may be full.” On these three days the Church 
prays for temporal blessings as well as for spiritual graces, but 
at the same time she directs our thoughts towards the heavenly 
home into which Christ is about to ascend, and where, He tells 
us, He will prepare a place for us. 


Without prayer, we will not attain the place Our Lord is 
making ready for us. The saints warn us of this in strong words. 
“He who does not avail himself of prayer is lost,” says Saint 
Thomas. 

“All our welfare depends on prayer. Our amendment of 
life depends on prayer; our victory over temptations depends on 
prayer; on prayer depends our obtaining Divine love, together 
with perfection, perseverance and eternal salvation,” St. Alphon- 
sus teaches. 

In prayer, our first duty is to praise and adore God, to hope 
for His Kingdom to come, to surrender our will to His. Christ 
teaches us this in the “Our Father.” Then, after we have done 
these things, we ask gifts for ourselves. Asking is a very impor- 
tant part of prayer, so important that the word “prayer” some- 
times is taken wholly in the sense of “asking.” We pray for 
bread, we pray for forgiveness, we pray for sanctity. We must 
pray for these things, because we are dependent on God for all 
that we have and are, and may yet be. We are completely de- 
pendent on Him who is our omnipotent Creator, our infinitely 
bounteous and merciful Father. Our prayer must be childlike, 
issuing from a heart that has put aside all pride, arrogance and 
selfish motives, a heart contrite and humble, forgiving and lov- 
ing our neighbor. Then our prayer will move God and we will 
find mercy and grace. 

In prayer is man’s strength and salvation. By prayer we 
glorify God and fulfil His Divine will. Prayer is the master key 
to all human welfare, material and spiritual, temporal and eter- 
nal. It has the infallible assurance of Christ when we “seek 


16 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 





first the Kingdom of God and His justice” (Matt. 6:33). 
To give themselves to prayer was the first act of the Apos- 
tles upon their departure from the Mount of the Ascension. 
Their prayer was answered by the coming of the Holy Spirit. 
It is above all for the coming and reign of the Holy Spirit in our 
souls that we also must pray. The Holy Spirit will teach us 
faith, hope and charity. He will teach us “how to pray,” for 
the Spirit Himself asks for us “with unspeakable groanings.” 
Let us take to heart-this lesson of prayer and of Christ’s 
mediation in our behalf, which the Church teaches us by “sur- 
rounding” the feast of the Ascension with days of prayer, and 
stressing the efficacy of prayer in her liturgy. We can only learn 
to pray by praying. ‘Taste and see that the Lord is sweet!” 





c - > 


Marian Outdoor Shrines } 


Put MARY in your Garden and watch the Virtues grow! 


It will not be possible for most of our readers to 
make a pilgrimage to Lourdes during this Marian Year, } 
so why not bring Mary into your home by erecting your 
own Shrine? ' 


This IJDEAL STATUE for your GARDEN 2 


SHRINE is made in our own Ceramic Shop. A beauti- 
ful weather-proof statue of 


Our Lady of the Rosary of Fatima 


made of “Italian Beleek” Porcelain, 26 inches high. The 
statue is not colored—it is pure white, and the features 
are brought out in a way that invites to prayer and 
childlike confidence in our Heavenly Mother. (Suitable } 
also for indoor shrines.) 


Statues may be ordered from: St. Benedict’s Craft 
Shop, % Benedictine Sisters, Clyde, Missouri. Or from: 
Marian Ourdoor Shrines, Conception, Missouri. All 
statues are shipped Collect from the latter address. 
Price $22, plus the shipping charges. 











& 
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NOVENA 
to the 
HOLY SPIRIT 


May 16— May 24 





The Pentecost Novena is the GREAT NOVENA of the 
Church. It is the first of all novenas, ordered by Christ Himself 
and made by Our Blessed Mother and the Apostles. This 
Novena offers an opportunity to many persons, who pay little 
attention to the Holy Spirit at other times, to give Him special 
veneration. 

The Pentecost Novena is a POWERFUL NOVENA, made 
not to a saint, but to a Divine Person, the Source of all Love, 
Truth and Strength. 

So many in the world today are far removed from the things 
of God. They are concerned only about possessions, power, 
pleasure, and are steeped in sin and worldliness. Many of the 
“faithful” are so enmeshed in the problems of daily life, its duties 
and cares, its joys and sorrows, loves and hates, gains and losses, 
business, relaxation, company, sport, that the spiritual life is 
relegated to a very secondary place. 

We all need Pentecost and its graces to renew our soul and 
deepen the Kingdom of God within us. We must all pray that 
God will send forth His Spirit and renew the face of the earth, 
that He will fill the hearts of the faithful and enkindle in them 
the fire of His love. 

Join in this Novena to the Holy Spirit and say the prayer, 
“Come, Holy Spirit,” and nine times the Glory be to the Father, 
with great fervor and confidence. Offer up daily Holy Mass 
and Communion, or at least unite in spirit with the Sacrifice 
upon the altar. Pray for yourself, pray for the Church, pray for 
our country, for the world, pray for all who are making the 
novena; for those who are sick, suffering, in danger or sorrow, 
and for the return to Holy Church of the strayed sheep. 

Send in your personal intentions and we will place them 
on our Exposition Altar during the novena, and they will be re- 
membered in each of our five Eucharistic Sanctuaries. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Work of the Holy Spirit 


[% THE parting words of that most wonderful discourse which 

Jesus spoke to His Apostles at the Last Supper, He bade 
them be at peace and not fear, for He would send the Holy Spirit 
to teach them all things and to abide with them forever. Up till 
then, He Himself had been with them to direct and counsel them. 
But now the time had come when He must leave them alone to 
fight against the hostile forces that surrounded them on all sides. 
And yet they would not be “alone.” “I will not leave you or- 
phans,” was His loving promise. “I will ask the Father and He 
will give you another Advocate. .. the Spirit of Truth. .. He will 
dwell with you and be in you” (John 14:18; 15, 16). And again, 
as St. Luke tells us, “I will send forth upon you the Promise of 
My Father. But wait here in the city, until you are clothed 
with power from on high” (24:49). 

The days that had passed since the promise made on the 
eve of His Passion, had been filled with overpowering events 
such as no mortal man had ever experienced. In obedience 
to Christ’s parting command, the Apostles and disciples, to- 
gether with the Virgin Mother and other holy women, were 
keeping prayerful vigil in the “Upper Room,” in a secluded 
corner of the Holy City, awaiting the coming of the promised 
Paraclete. Throngs of devout Jews had come to Jerusalem from 
far and near to celebrate the great feast of Pentecost, little 
dreaming that they were to witness the spectacular inauguration 
of a new Pentecost that would abrogate the old observance of 
fear and dread and steep the world in the fire of Divine love. 
Holy Scripture tells us that suddenly “there came a sound from 
heaven, as of a violent wind coming, and it filled the whole house 
where they were sitting. And there appeared to them parted 
tongues as of fire, which settled upon each of them. And they 
were all filled with the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:1-4). 

The promise made to the Apostles at the Last Supper had 
been fulfilled. At that moment the rude, rough Galilean fisher- 
men were “endued with power from on high,” and were enabled 
thenceforth to “fish for men” in the sea of humanity, so often 
lashed by the hurricanes of human passions in a world so like 
our own today. 

The Church, and we ourselves, on Pentecost and in the days 
given to its special commemoration, will be renewed by the mys- 
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tic coming of the Paraclete. But like the disciples of old, we 
must prepare our souls for these graces by fervent, persevering 
prayer in union with the Mother of God. Then Pentecost will 
be not merely a commemoration of an event long past, but, as it 
truly is in the liturgy, a renewal of the mysterious action of the 
Holy Spirit in the souls of men. 


How many are the timid, fearful persons, like the Apostles 
before the coming of the Holy Spirit, who shrink from the per- 
formance of duties that are part and parcel of “living the faith!” 
Either these duties are carried out in a slipshod way, or omitted 
altogether, and the reason is the absence or neglect of the grace 
of God in the soul, the exclusion or the stifling of the operations 
of the Holy Spirit. Yes, these souls—and perhaps we are among 
them—greatly need the Holy Spirit! Their very actions adver- 
tize that grace is lacking, or is very weak in their souls; that the 
promptings of the Holy Spirit are not heeded; that the zeal of 
the Holy Spirit, or spiritual enthusiasm, does not have good soil 
in which to take root; that the soil is meagrely cultivated and 
yields little or no fruit. 


No soul can produce good fruit without the grace of God. 
Souls who refuse, neglect and squander the grace of God must of 
necessity be arid, dry, unfruitful and full of sin. If the Holy 
Spirit is not present in the soul, neither are His gifts present, 
and neither will the fruits that grow to maturity through the 
action of the gifts be produced. Without the presence of the 
Holy Spirit in the soul through grace, there can be no super- 
natural Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Fortitude, Knowledge, 
Piety, or Fear of the Lord. And if these are not possessed and 
cultivated, there cannot be produced the fruits of Charity, Joy, 
Peace, Patience, Benignity, Goodness, Longanimity, Mildness, 
Faith, Modesty, Continency and Chastity. 


But souls who cherish the grace of God, who strive faith- 
fully to follow the inspirations of the Holy Spirit, and who work 
“hand in hand” with Him, bring forth fruit thirty, sixty, and a 
hundredfold. They correspond and co-operate with the Holy 
Spirit. They live in His presence. They speak to Him in their 
hearts. They are ever on the alert to repulse the insidious temp- 
tations of a world that would lead them to forget Him and even 
expel Him from their souls by sin. They are active in doing 
good, in cultivating virtue, in making an aggressive attack upon 
their tendencies to lukewarmness and sin. 
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It was one of the most dramatic moments of the Church 
when the Holy Spirit came in a mighty wind and tongues of fire 
upon the Apostles. Although His coming to souls is not visible 
now in the same way, His coming is nonetheless dramatic, and 
it should be made visible and discernible to others by the fervor 
of a life of faith and charity. For the sake of our own salvation 
and sanctification, we should all open wide our hearts to the 
Holy Spirit, stir up our wills and zealously cultivate His gifts 
and fruits in ourselves. And by our example, our prudent coun- 
sel, our prayers, and our charity, exercised within our sphere of 
life, we should help to increase in others, both within and with- 
out the ranks of the Church, the Divine action of the Holy Spirit. 

Pentecost should be a great day in the life of every Catholic. 
It should be a day of reflection, a day of real sorrow for having 
grieved the Holy Spirit by past sins and neglects, and a day of 
triumphant joy. It should be, above all, a day of resolution, 
that, even as the millions who have gone before us and have re- 
ceived the crown of eternal glory, we, too, take courage and re- 
solve by our lives and actions, by our zeal for the things of God, 
to be worthy of the Gift that is given to us, the Faith that is ours 
with all its riches. There is no greater possession than this in all 
the world. 


Prepare yourself for a more FRUITFUL, INTELLIGENT, and 
ACTIVE understanding and use of the graces of the Holy Spirit, re- 
ceived particularly in the Sacrament of Confirmation, by reading these 
booklets: Devotion to the Holy Spirit, Fountains of Salvation, More 
Precious than Diamonds, and Live Your Faith. The first three, 15¢ 
each; the last-named, 10¢. Also read and spread our leaflets on the 
Seven Sacraments, especially the one on Confirmation, ‘““‘The Sacrament 
of the Holy Spirit,’’ (M60-4). 1¢ each, or $1.00 per 100. 


+ s 





Holy Mass and Holy Communion offered for your Mother 
in honor of Mary, Mother of Mankind, should be your greatest 
gift on Mother's Day. She would also appreciate being enrolled 
in our Association. of Perpetual Adoration which will enable her 
to participate in our perpetual prayer and other good works dur- 
ing life and after death. 


The offering for a Simple Membership is $1.00; Privileged 
Membership, $10.00. 


Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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“Globernacle wn Purgatory 


Is 
54 Years Old This Month 


Please help us celebrate its BIRTHDAY by finding New Readers 


Those who are old friends of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” and 
those who are just getting acquainted, tell us that there is some- 
thing in our magazine for everybody: 


THE YOUNG GRADUATE 
will enjoy its solid, liturgically-spirited articles. 


THE NEWLY-WEDS 
will use it to start their married lives off on a truly 
Christian, God-centered course. 


PRIESTS AND SISTERS 
will appreciate its spiritual helps. 


TEEN-AGERS 


will enjoy the stories about the Saints and the 
children’s section. 


THE FAmMILy next door or across the street 
will welcome its monthly visit. 


Premiums 


As a PREMIUM for ONE new subscription we shall offer a Scapu- 
lar Medal in non-tarnishable metal, pale-gold colored, light weight and 
finely-detailed. As PREMIUM for TWO new subscriptions, we shall 
offer a black, medium-sized cocoa bead Rosary with an ebony, metal- 
tipped Crucifix. This Rosary will be blessed and indulgenced with the 
Apostolic, Brigittine, Crosier and Dominican indulgences before sending. 


Subscription rates, $2.00 a year; 2 years, $3.00. Canada and 
foreign countries, $2.25 a year; 2 years, $3.50. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Our Protector and Intercessor 


LL Catholics quite naturally have devotion to St. Joseph. 
The role of St. Joseph in regard to each member of the 
Church is unique, and a constant devotion to him should be 
fostered. Precious graces are obtained by invoking this great 
saint with fervor and imitating him with constancy. When our 
Holy Father, Pope Pius XII, substituted the feast of St. Joseph 
the Worker for the former feast of the Solemnity of St. Joseph, 
and designated May 1 for its observance, he in no way abrogated 
the bond which unites all the members of the Mystical Body to 
St. Joseph as their universal Patron. But that St. Joseph does 
have a special claim to be “Patron of the Worker,” and even of 
the manual worker, is most obvious. He has been traditionally 
known as “St. Joseph the Carpenter.” It is his common title in 
Holy Scripture. Certainly, not the least of his claims to our 
affection is the fact that his trade provided for Jesus and Mary 
the home and livelihood they needed. 


Carpentry is perhaps the oldest trade in the world, and it is 
one which, for all changes of techniques and methods, is as widely 
carried on today as in the primitive villages of the East in the 
time of St. Joseph. Working day by day at his humble occupa- 
tion, St. Joseph is a most fitting choice as patron and model of 
all who labor for their daily bread. St. Joseph, like all of us, 
labored and sacrificed under the common penalty of the sons of 
Adam, who must earn their bread “by the sweat of their brow.” 
For this reason he occupies a special place in the heart and life 
of the worker. 

But not less is he patron of husbands and fathers, of all who 
care for and have the responsibility of children. The guardian 
of Mary, he is likewise protector of all young women in need of 
fatherly care and guidance. A virgin himself, and with Our Lady 
the first to consecrate that state in a special Christian way, he is 
patron of priests, of monks and brothers, and nuns, who for 
God’s sake have made a like sacrifice. He is patron of priests, 
moreover, because their special function to cherish and worship 
the precious Body of Our Lord was his particular care. 

We hail St. Joseph as the spouse of the Queen of Heaven 
and the virginal father of the Redeemer. These titles, which 
would seem too sublime for any human being, are his! They are 
the expression of the dignities conferred on him by God. The 
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Church in heaven admires the great favors he has received; the 
Church on earth joyfully celebrates his glories, and blesses God 
for favors so unique. 

The humblest of men, St. Joseph sought obscurity and a 
hidden life of prayer and sacrifice, but God chose him as an 
instrument in the sublimest of His works. It was to St. Joseph, 
just and chaste, that He entrusted Mary, the immaculate taber- 
nacle of the Holy Spirit and Mother of the Incarnate Word. 
The Son of God came down upon earth that He might live the 
life of men, that He might sanctify the ties and affections of 
kindred. He called St. Joseph “father.” He obeyed his orders. 
What depths of emotion must have stirred St. Joseph’s soul, 
knowing the prerogatives of his Bride and the Divinity of his 
adopted Son! How he must have felt the burden of being head 
of this Family, which united heaven and earth into one! What 
respectful and tender love he showed Mary, his virginal Bride! 
What gratitude and profound worship to Jesus, who obeyed him 
as his own child! Astounding mysteries we find in Nazareth! 
God dwells in an ordinary home and as an ordinary Boy per- 
mits Himself to be called the “Son of Joseph”! 


We need to turn to St. Jospeh, the minister of God’s greatest 
blessings, and ask him to intercede for us in our necessities. We 
need to ask him to obtain for us humility, that holy virtue which 
raised him to such an exalted dignity, and which must be the 
basis of our conversion to a better life. Pride has often led us 
into sin and made us prefer our will to that of God. Yet, God 
will pardon us if we offer Him the sacrifice of a contrite and 
humble heart, which St. Joseph can obtain for us. 


We must pray also to St. Joseph that we may be chaste. 
Without purity of mind and body, there is no hope of sanctity, 
no hope of union with God, who suffers nothing defiled to ap- 
proach Him. God wills to make our bodies, by His grace, the 
temples of His Holy Spirit. We must turn to St. Joseph to help 
us maintain ourselves in so exalted a dignity, or to recover it, 
if we have lost it. 

And lastly, St. Joseph will recommend us to Mary, his holy 
Spouse and our Mother, the Mother of Divine Grace. If she 
casts a look of pity upon us, she who is Queen of Mercy, we 
shall obtain grace and Divine mercy. Jesus, Son of Mary and 
Foster Son of Joseph, will pardon us and renew the spirit of 
faith and love within us, and make us according to the heart of 
God. St. Joseph’s practice of the theological and moral virtues 
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in a heroic degree assures us that his mediation for us in heaven 
will bring us strength and grace. Though son of David, he ruled 
no earthly kingdom, but he did rule the perfect kingdom of love, 
the home of Nazareth, and it is right that he should hold sway 
over all the destinies of the Church, which is the Mystical Body 
of Christ. 


Life and Death 


DURING the month of March our Community at Clyde 
experienced again the truth of the words of Holy Scripture: 
“Consider all the works of the Most High: they are two and 
two, opposed the one to the other: good is set against evil, and 
life against death” (Ecclus. 33:15). 

On March 13 there was the joy of receiving postulants into 
the Novitiate, the first profession of Novices and the taking of 
Perpetual Vows by temporally professed Sisters. The ceremony 
was presided over by the Most Rev. Leo Byrne, D.D., Auxiliary 
Bishop of St. Louis, delegate of the Bishop of our diocese. Six- 
teen priests were present. 

The Sisters privileged to make perpetual vows were: Sr. M. 
Agneta Mohr, New Ulm, Minn.; Sr. M. Damien Thompson, 
Shackleford, Mo.; Sr. M. Matthias Igoe, St. Louis, Mo.; Sr. M. 
Concepta Vercellino, Chicago, IIl.; and Sr. M. Clare Wolbert, 
Tucson, Ariz. 

Temporary vows for one year were pronounced by six Nov- 
ices, who became: Sr. M. Kathleen Perridge, Brooklyn, N. Y.; 
Sr. M. Seraphim Wege, St. Louis, Mo.; Sr. M. Goretti Grant, 
Scammon, Kans.; Sr. M. Lioba Hanley and Sr. M. Walburga 
Dolan, Elmwood Park, IIl.; and Sr. M. Perpetua Moeller, Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio. 

The Postulants invested with the holy habit were Miss 
Marylyn Mindrup, Spokane, Wash.; Miss Margaret Sprouse, 
Lenoir, N. C.; and Miss Barbara Wilson, Leucadia, Calif. 

On March 14, the following day, and feast of St. Mathilda, 
Sister M. Mathilda, professed for forty-one years, was called to 
her eternal reward. Sister was well prepared after a life of 
prayer, works of zeal and charity, and suffering. We recommend 
her soul, as well as the new members of the Congregation to 
your prayers. 
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“If You Be Risen with Christ” 


From the writings of Abbot Columba Marmion, O. S. B. 


Continued 


T IS from our baptism that we share in this grace of the 
Resurrection. St. Paul affirms this: “We are buried together 
with Him by baptism unto death, that as Christ is risen from 
the dead by the power of the Father, so we also may walk in 
newness of life.” The holy water into which we are plunged 
(speaking figuratively) at baptism, is according to the Apostle, 
the figure of the sepulchre. Upon coming forth from it, the soul 
is purified from all sin, from all stain, set free from all spiritual 
death, and clad with grace, the principle of Divine life, in the 
same way as, upon coming forth from the tomb, Christ freed 
Himself from all infirmity so as to live henceforth a perfect life. 
This is why, in the early Church, baptism was administered only 
on the Paschal night and at Pentecost, which closes the Paschal 
season. We shall understand scarcely anything of the liturgy of 
Easter week, if we do not keep before our eyes the thought of 
baptism, which was then solemnly conferred upon the catechu- 
mens. 

We are therefore risen with Christ, by Christ, for He in- 
finitely longs to communicate to us His glorious life. And what 
is necessary in order to respond to this Divine longing and be- 
come like unto the risen Jesus? It is that we should live in the 
spirit of our baptism; that, renouncing all that sin has vitiated 
in our lives, we should die more and more to “the old man”; 
that all in us should be dominated and governed by grace. All 
holiness for us lies in this: to keep away from all sin, all occasion 
of sin, to be detached from creatures and all that is earthly, so 
as to live in God, unto God, with the greatest plenitude and 
steadfastness possible. 

This work, begun at baptism, continues during our whole 
earthly existence. Christ, it is true, dies but once; He has given 
us thereby to die, like Him, to all that is sin. But we must “die” 
daily, for we have remaining in us the roots of sin, and the old 
enemy labors unceasingly to make them spring up. To destroy 
these roots in us, to keep ourselves from all infidelity, from lov- 
ing any creature for itself, to remove from our actions not only 
every culpable motive but even every motive that is merely 
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natural; to keep our hearts free, with a spiritual freedom, from 
all that is created and earthly—such is the first element of our 
holiness which Christ shows us realized in Him by this supreme 
and admirable independence wherein His risen humanity lives. 

This is indeed one of the most marked aspects of the Pas- 
chal grace. St. Paul puts it in bold relief. “Purge out the old 
leaven that you may be a new paste,” he says. For since Christ, 
our Paschal Lamb, has been immolated for you, you have be- 
come unleavened bread. Therefore, let us share in the feast, 
“not with the old leaven, nor with the leaven of malice and 
wickedness, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth.” This pressing exhortation of the Apostle forms the 
Epistle for the Mass on Easter Sunday. It must appear obscure 
to more than one Christian of our days, and yet it is this passage 
that the Church has chosen out of all others to sum up what our 
conduct ought to be when we celebrate the mystery of the Res- 
urrection. Why this choice? Because it so distinctly, although 
at the same time so profoundly, denotes the fruit that the soul 
should gather from this mystery. What, then do these words 
signify? 

We know that at the approach of the festival of the Pasch— 
which recalled to the Hebrews the famous anniversary of the 
“passage” of the destroying angel—they had to see that no trace 
of leaven was left in their houses; then, or the day of the feast, 
after having sacrificed the Paschal lamb,{they ate it with un- 
leavened bread, that is to say, bread made without yeast. All 
this was only a figure, a symbol of the true Pasch, the Christian 
Pasch. “Purge out the old leaven—put off the old man,” born 
in sin, with his evil desires which you have renounced by bap- 
tism. At that moment of baptismal regeneration, you partici- 
pated in the death of Christ, who caused sin to die in you; you 
have become, and you must remain, through grace, a new paste, 
that is to say a “new creature,” “a new man,” after the example 
of Christ come forth glorious from the sepulchre. 

Therefore, like the Jews, who, the Pasch having come, ab- 
stained from all leaven in order to eat the Paschal lamb, we, 
Christians, who would be partakers of the mystery of the Resur- 
rection, who would unite ourselves to Christ, the Lamb who was 
slain and rose again for us, we must henceforward live no longer 
in sin; we must keep ourselves from those evil desires which are 
like a leaven of malice and perversity. We must preserve within 
us the grace which will enable us to live in the truth and sin- 
cerity of the Divine law. 
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Such is St. Paul’s doctrine that the Church reads to us on 
the very day of Easter, and that especially points out the first 
element of holiness to us: to renounce sin and all the human 
springs of action which can, like old leaven, corrupt our deeds; 
to live, in regard to all sin and all created things, in that spir- 
itual liberty which appeared so vividly in the risen Christ. We 
ask this grace of Jesus Himself, in each of the Paschal hymns. 
“We beseech Thee, the Author of all things, to defend Thy peo- 
ple from all attacks of death in these days full of Easter glad- 
ness.” We ask Christ to preserve His people—this people “pur- 
chased with His own Blood,” says St. Paul, that it may be pleas- 
ing to Himself. To preserve it from what? From all the attacks 
of spiritual death, that is to say from all sin, from all that leads 
to sin, from all that tends to destroy or weaken within us the life 
of grace. It is then that we shall comprise a part of that society 
that Christ wills to be without “spot or wrinkle,” but “holy and 
without blemish.” Se te ected 


| 


“Let Not Your Heart 
Be Troubled!” 


AITH is the answer to the void and the sorrow left by the 
death of a relative or dear friend. Not only is the wound 
of separation staunched by faith’s assurance that the departed 
soul has entered life everlasting and by the hope it gives of eter- 
nal reunion in heaven—which for us is a source of real peace— 
but even the doctrine of purgatory gives us consolation and an 
incentive to pray and offer suffrages for our loved ones whose 
frailties we sometimes recognized. 

Death teaches many lessons, but it is only faith, united with 
supreme hope, that enables us to learn these lessons and find 
consolation and resignation. These lessons, these consolations, 
are frequently written as inscriptions on the tombstones of the 
dead. Visit any cemetery and you will read some of them, but 
a few popular inscriptions will serve to bring home the point that 
even in the dust of the tomb an undying faith in God gives as- 
surance that this earthly life of trial and suffering has a great 
reward and that the soul has already, or will, as soon as its puri- 
fication is ended, “enter into the joy of the Lord,” while the 
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body awaits God’s good time for a glorious resurrection. 

The just man does not die! reads one of these inscriptions. 
Vividly it recalls the consoling protestations of faith expressed 
in the Preface of the Mass for the dead: “Life is changed, not 
taken away, and the abode of this earthly sojourn being dis- 
solved, an eternal dwelling is prepared in heaven.” Again: 
Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord. Yes, a thousand 
times blessed are they who attain to the purpose of their crea- 
tion, union with God in eternal beatitude. For these, “God 
Himself will be with them as their God, and God will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes. And death shall be no more, neither 
shall there be mourning nor crying, nor pain any more. For the 
former things are passed away” (Apoc. 21:4). 


In Christ is hope and rest. This thought gives courage to 
the dying believer. Yes, he truly rejoices to see death approach, 
because it will soon put him in possession of eternal beatitude, 
where he may hail Him who is the light of life, who is “our 
peace.” Jesus Himself said, “He who believes in Me shall not 
die.” This Divine utterance recalls other consoling affirmations 
of the adorable Master, of which the Gospel of the funeral Mass 
reminds us: “I am the Resurrection and Life. He who believes 
in Me shall live. I will raise him up on the last day.” The 
Christian knows that all life is from God and that Christ’s merits 
are all our hope. 


Jesus was the first of those who have slept in the tomb to 
rise to a glorified life. Christian faith proclaims that “Christ 
has risen, and I too shall rise.” In the midst of sorrow there is 
thus cherished the assurance that a future life is certain, and 
that in it we shall possess God and live in the presence of Him 
who is our supreme Good. 

But this supreme happiness which is never to end is not yet 
possessed by all the departed. The very pages of Sacred Scrip- 
ture which tell us of the certainty and beatitude of heaven, tell 
us also that “nothing defiled shall enter there.” Hence, we who 
remain in this “vale of tears” do not cease to supplicate for the 
departed that they “may rest in peace,” and that the Lord may 
grant them eternal rest. 

Naturally, in our supplications, we offer in their behalf first 
and foremost the Holy Sacrifice, because its atoning value is 
infinite if God wills to apply its whole efficacy to a soul. And 
yet, because we do not know how God has judged any soul, we 
do not cease to remember in our prayers our beloved dead, offer- 
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ing Masses and Holy Communions, gaining indulgences for 
them, praying the Rosary or Stations of the Cross, and perform- 
ing other pious acts which our faith suggests, that their purga- 
tion in purgatory may be the more quickly ended and the day 
of their release and admission to heaven hastened. 


Saint of the Mentally Afflicted 


SAINT DYMPHNA, whose feast comes on May 15, is the 
Patroness of those afflicted with mental and nervous disorders. 
She has helped many who have sought her intercession for them- 
selves or others with a firm belief in her power. Many will be 
glad to know that we have a double-page leaflet with etched 
picture of the saint, short sketch of her life, and prayers for 
special needs. 1¢ each or $1.00 per hundred. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 


Little Lovers’ League 


ERE it is the month of May and Mary already, dear Little 
Lovers, and the 13th of this lovely month brings us the 
feast of your Patroness, Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament. We 
know each one of you will try to offer Holy Mass and Commun- 
ion in her honor on that day and will use every opportunity to 
slip into church for some extra visits to Our Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament. Showing your love for her Son is the best way to 
honor Our Blessed Mother. And of course you will have flowers 
for your little May altar and special love-gifts for Mary in the 
form of prayers and sacrifices. 

Now for the results of your contest on God’s best gift to you 
in 1957. We received many fine entries from schools as far apart 
as California and Wisconsin. The only disappointment was in the 
over-thirteen age group. So few were received that it was not 
possible to award any prize in this group. But we are glad to 
see that so many recognize and appreciate God’s really best 
gifts; for many of you thought the gift of Himself in Mass and 
Holy Communion was best, and others mentioned the Sacra- 
ments of Baptism and Penance, which shows that you are learn- 
ing to value things truly. May Our Lady of the Blessed Sacra- 
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ment help you to keep this sense of real values all through your 
lives! The winners in the two age groups were as follows: 


NINE YEARS AND UNDER: 


1st prize — Karin Spiegel, 7 years, of Assumption School, Topeka, 
Kansas, for her letter telling us her First Holy Com- 
munion was God’s best gift of 1957. 
2nd prize — Patrick Foster, 9 years, of St. Mary School, National 
City, California, for his entry considering Holy Mass 
in his new parish his best gift from God. 
Honorable mention went to Philip De Manczuk of Notre Dame 
School, New Hyde Park, New York, and 
Judy Eagen, also of St. Mary School, National 
City, California. 


TEN YEARS TO TWELVE GROUP: 


1st prize — Donald Kiel, 12 years, St. Michael School, Whitelaw, 
Wisconsin. Donald thought the watchful love and 
care of his Guardian Angel was 1957’s best gift. 
2nd prize —Roseann Herrmann, 12 years, of the same school, 
who thought that the Sacraments of Penance and 
Holy Communion were God’s greatest gifts. 
Honorable mention went to Diane Kivinen of St. Anthony School, 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, and Kathleen Hagan 
of St. John Berchmans School, San Antonio, 
Texas. 


The prizes sent to the winners in this month of Mary were Rosaries 
blessed with four special indulgences, which we hope they will use 
many, many times as they continue to find 1958 filled to the brim with 
God’s wonderful blessings. 


A Visit to Africa 
Concluded 


MANY of the African people are Moslems and the mission- 
aries find it very difficult to convert them to the Catholic Faith. 
But because the Moslems love and venerate the Mother of God, 
there is hope that they may be converted if we pray fervently for 
them. When Father Patrick Peyton, the great Apostle of the 
Rosary, came to speak at the mission there was very little time 
to notify the people beforehand. Yet when they learned by the 
native drums that an American priest was going to speak about 
the Mother of God, not less than six or seven thousand people 
gathered to hear him! Many pledged to say at least one decade 
of the Rosary daily—a real victory for our Blessed Mother. 

The life of an African missionary is hard and dangerous; 
adventurous, too! It takes great courage and love of God to face 
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lions and elephants when travelling from one mission to another. 
There are huge poisonous snakes, too, and the white ants, which 
eat everything in their path, including the missionaries’ shoes 
and hats. But the missionaries are trained to face these things 
and many of them have stories to tell which are truly stranger 
than fiction. The Africans themselves are very brave. One young 
mother, whose little son was playing by a stream, heard him 
cry out and turned around just in time to see him being dragged 
into the water by a great crocodile. Without a minute’s hesita- 
tion, she jumped in after him, plunging her fingers into the rep- 
tile’s eyes, so that he had to let the child go. Then his brave 
mother carried her son to the mission hospital, where ‘he re- 
covered in a few weeks. 

Yet the number of pagan 
souls is still very great and the 
missionaries all too few. In 
the one mission we are speak- 
ing of, there are 10,000 Catho- 
lics and 1,000 more who will 
soon be ready for Baptism— 
and this is only one small sec- 
tion of Africa. So you can see 
that many more brave mission- 
aries are needed to bring God’s 
love to these hungry souls. 
Our prayers and sacrifices can 
help this wonderful work. 
Through them we can bring 
the great gift of the Faith to 
children, like yourselves—for 
by our prayers and acts of self 
denial we are like hands to the 
missionaries; hands to baptize 
and give Holy Communion, 
hands to comfort and heal. Who knows, too, one day a Little 
Lover may receive from God a vocation to be a missionary priest 
or sister, or one who, like the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration, supports their active labors by a hidden life of prayer 
and sacrifice. In the great work of saving souls for Christ, we 
must all be His missionaries! 

PRACTICE: Say the Our Father and three Hail Marys daily dur- 


ing the month of May, asking Mary to obtain from her Son many voca- 
tions, so that souls may be saved. 





Please, Lord, send us more Missionaries. 


ASPIRATION: Our Lady of the Blessed Sacrament, lead our hearts 
to your Divine Son. 
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To Honor Our Blessed Mother 





Ceramic Wall or Mantel Plaque 


A beautiful wall or mantel plaque in ceramic to make any room 
in your home a shrine to God’s Mother in this Lourdes Centennary 
year. Measuring 9 x 9 inches, delicately finished in blue and ivory, 
the plaque shows Our Lady standing in the grotto of Lourdes, with 
a gold rosary over her arm and in gold lettering above her head, the 
words: “I am the Immaculate Conception.” 


Price: $3.00 each. Please order from: 


Saint Benedict’s Craft Shop 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 





Pictures and Prayers to honor Our Lady 


Black and white pictures and prayers to Mary, Mother of God, 
in prayer-book size. Ideal for her month of May. 1¢ each, or $1.00 
a hundred. Please order by serial number. 


Vil —Nativity of the Blessed Mother—Prayer in honor of Mary's Birth 

V4  —Behold the Handmaid of the Lord—Prayer in honor of the Annunciation 

V8 —O Holy Mother of God—Short act of Consecration 

V9 —Holy Virgin of Virgins—Prayer before Holy Communion 

Vil —Holy Mary, Our Deliverer—Prayer for the poor souls 

V15 —O Mary Conceived without Sin—Prayer of consecration to the Blessed Virgin 
V18 — Mother of Sorrows—Prayer to Our Lady of Sorrows 

V22 —Our Lady of the Sacred Heart—Offering of the Heart of Jesus to Mary 
V22a — Mary receiving Holy Communion—Prayer to Our Lady of the BI. Sacrament 
V23a — Our Lady of Confidence—Prayer to the Mother of Confidence 

V25 —Our Lady of Mount Carmel—An efficacious prayer to the Blessed Virgin 
V26 —Our Lady of Perpetual Help—Prayers to our Lady of Perpetual Help 
V29 — Queen of the Holy Rosary—Prayer to Our Lady of the Rosary 

V44 — Our Lady of Good Counsel—Prayer to Our Lady of Good Counsel 

V48a — Mother of Grace—Prayer to our Mother of Grace 

V24 —LEAFLET—Prayer to Our Lady of Lourdes (2 for 1¢) 


Order from: — 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





MARY’S 
Month 








DEVOTION TO MARY — Why love the Blessed 
Mother? There are a thousand reasons! Read 
this booklet with its inspiring section on the Im- 
maculate Conception, so appropriate for this 
Lourdes Centennial year. 


UNDER MARY’S MANTLE — Mary is our careful Mother from childhood 
on. She protects us in youth, in maturity, in old age and on till we reach 
our goal in heaven with her Son. 


TO JESUS THROUGH MARY — Our Blessed Mother is the ‘Gate of 
Heaven,’ and heaven means Jesus. Who better than Mary can lead us to 
Christ? This booklet, based on St. De Montfort’s True Devotion, will explain 
the essential points of true devotion to God’s Mother. 


THE ROSARY, MY TREASURE — The Rosary—Mary’s ladder to heaven— 
is indeed one of the Church’s treasures. Use this booklet to understand its 
beauty, power and efficacy better. Tells about the unfailing Rosary Novena. 


THE MYSTERIES OF MARY — An excellent booklet to have on hand, with 
its prayers and thoughts for sixteen of our Blessed Mother’s principal feasts, 
including the Immaculate Conception, the Assumption, the Annunciation, etc. 


HEART OF OUR MOTHER AND QUEEN — (Feast of Mary’s Queenship, 
May 31) The Immaculate Heart of Mary is the best means of reaching the 
Sacred Heart of her Divine Son. Learn more of this devotion from the pages 
of this booklet; especially the devotion of the Five First Saturdays; also 
the vital message given to the world at Fatima. Very good for our times. 


NOVENAS FOR THE FEASTS OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY — 
Here is a booklet to help you honor Mary all through the year. Prayers and 
thoughts for most of her feasts are gathered together in the form of a Novena 
or Triduum, with beautiful short selections from the official Church prayers. 
128 pages. 25¢ 


Each booklet 15¢, except as marked. Postage extra. 





Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration 
Clyde, Missouri 








